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its own aim. We may secure motor activity and sensory
excitation by keeping an individual by himself, but we can-
not thereby get him to understand the meaning which things
have in the Life of which he is a part. We may secure tech-
nical specialized ability in algebra, Latin, or botany, but not
the kind of intelligence which directs ability to useful ends.
Only by engaging in a joint activity, where one person's use of
material and tools is consciously referred to the use other
persons are making of their capacities and appliances, is asocial
direction of disposition attained.
Summary. — The natural or native impulses of the young
do not agree with the life-customs of the group into which
they are born. Consequently they have to be directed or
guided. This control is not the same thing as physical com-
pulsion; it consists in centering the impulses acting at any
one time upon some specific end and in introducing an
order of continuity into the sequence of acts. The action of
others is always influenced by deciding what stimuli shall call
out their actions. But in some cases as in commands, pro-
hibitions, approvals, and disapprovals, the stimuli proceed
from persons with a direct view to influencing action. Since
in such cases we are most conscious of controlling the action
of others, we are likely to exaggerate the importance of this
sort of control at the expense of a more permanent and effective
method. The basic control resides in the nature of the situa-
tions in which the young take part. In social situations the
young have to refer their way of acting to what others are
doing and make it fit in. This directs their action to a com-
mon result, and gives an understanding common to the par-
ticipants. For all mean the same thing, even when perform-
ing different acts. This common understanding of the means
and ends of action is the essence of social control. It is in-
direct, or emotional and intellectual, not direct or personal.
Moreover it is intrinsic to the disposition of the person, not
external and coercive. To achieve this internal control

